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Federal Programs

Title I, Part A

 Title I, Part C Migrant Education

 Title II, Part A 

 Title III

 Title IV, Part A

 Title IV, Part B

 Carl Perkins

• See Bulletin B012-19 Attachment A Private School Participation in Federal 
Programs for more information about each program.  
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Required by Federal Law 

ESSA | Every Student Succeeds Act

Equitable Services for Eligible

Private School Students, 
Teachers, and Parents

ESEA | Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
as amended by the
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Public tax dollars support federal programs.
Children and teachers in approved, non-
profit private schools are eligible to access 
the services these programs provide.

…Why?
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Equitable Participation—The Basics

Equitable Services
Services should be equitable to the public school—not necessarily 
identical—designed to meet the needs of private school students 
and teachers.

Equal Expenditures on a Per-pupil Basis
Expenditures must be equal to the amount of funds expended for 
participating public school children. iGrants calculates this amount.

Same Start Date
Services for private school students should begin at 
the same time as services begin in public schools.
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Key Word Is Services
• Services and materials only.
• District monitors teachers and providers who 

deliver services.
• District maintains administrative control over 

services.
• Districts do not distribute public funds to private 

schools.
• No reimbursement to private schools.



Private School Requirements 

Private schools may participate in federal program equitable 
services in 2020–21 if they: 

1. Are a state approved, non-profit, elementary or secondary 
school certified through the State Board of Education. 

2. Have completed the Private School October Enrollment Report 
P105B form in 2019. 

3. Complete the Intent to Participate portion of the Private 
Participation in Federal Programs application in EDS in the 
Spring of 2020 typically–due April 15.
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Private Schools must notify the school district and OSPI of Intent 
to Participate through the Private Participation in Federal 
Programs Application in EDS.

1. Enter the Federal Tax ID number

2. Choose Participation or Nonparticipation

3. Check federal program boxes to indicate participation

4. Enter enrollment data

5. Select all the public school districts where your 
students reside–necessary for Title I, Part A and 
Title IV, Part B
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Private School Participation 
in Federal Programs

Review the Intent to Participate form in EDS.

Districts contact private schools that have not filled out 
the form.
Required: document each contact attempt in 
the Contact Log. Mandatory: Two attempts by 
the district. Use multiple strategies to make 
contact.  

Districts contact the private schools that completed 
the form and begin the consultation process.1
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District Process: Ensure Equitable Participation



Consultation Process

• The goal of all parties should be to reach an agreement on how to provide 
equitable and effective programs for eligible private school children and teachers. 

• District must provide “timely and meaningful” consultation with appropriate 
private school officials. (ESSA Section 1117(a)(1)(A) and (b)    ESSA Section 8501(c)(1) )

• What is Timely?
ESSA Section 1117(b)(3)/8501(c)(3)–

 Before the district makes any decisions about opportunities for private school students’ & teachers’ participation.
 Includes the district decision to transfer eligible federal program funds to another federal program.
 Consultation should continue throughout the implementation and assessment of services. 

• What is Meaningful?
EDGAR 76.652–

 Genuine opportunity for parties to express their views–the district may initiate consultation with a proposal                
for services. 

 Final decisions made by the district after consultation.
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Initial Consultation: Required Topics for Discussion

-Identification of student’s need

-What services will be offered
-How, where, and by whom the services will be provided 

-How the district will academically assess these services

-How the results of this assessment will improve future services

- Signature of all parties upon agreement of paln
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Initial Consultation: Required Topics for Discussion

-Size and scope of the equitable services that the    

district will provide

-How much funding is available to serve private school 

students, teachers, educational personnel, and in 

some cases, parents and if the funds will be pooled



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Purpose

Supplemental educational services to provide 
all children significant opportunity to receive a 
fair, equitable and high-quality education, and 
to close educational achievement gaps.



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Level of Funding for Services

Reside in the participating Title I, Part A 

public school attendance areas 

Funds are generated based on the number of private school 

students from low-income families…

Who

And
Attend private schools, whether the 

private schools are located within or 

outside the district’s boundaries



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Eligible Students for Services

Reside in the participating Title I, Part A 

public school attendance areas 

Private school students…

Who

And
Are failing or most at risk of 

failing—rank order—to meet 

state academic standards



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Selection & Process

Students are selected on the basis of 

multiple, educationally-related, 

developmentally-appropriate criteria.

Poverty Is Not a 

Criterion for 

Services

District chooses children from 
the list of eligible students 
the private school provides.

District has a process to meet the 
needs of eligible students who 
attend a private school outside 
the district. 
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Supplemental Services

Methods and instructional strategies 

proven to increase academic 

achievement.

Instructional program that not only 

supplements, but is well 

coordinated with the instruction 

private school children receive in 

their regular classrooms.

Service Options for Students
― Instructional services outside the 

regular classroom

― Extended learning time 

before/after school and through 

the summer

― Family literacy

― Academic counseling

― Early childhood learning support

― Home tutoring

― Computer-assisted instruction
There are many more…
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Private School Participation 
in Federal Programs

Professional Development
― Should address how teachers can support 

academic achievement of students served 
in Title I.

Parent Involvement
― Conducted independently, or in 

conjunction with the district’s regular 
parent involvement program.

Title I, Part A 

Options for Teachers & 

Families
By law, equitable services may extend to the 

teachers and parents of Title I-served students.  

Districts make decisions about these services 

through the consultation process.



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation

20

Who Provides Services?
District Employee or Third-Party Contractor

Individual | Association | Agency | Organization

– Paraeducators and teachers must meet Title I, Part A 
requirements if an “employee” of the district.

– Private school teachers are allowed to provide 
services outside the time they are employed by the 
private school.



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Out-of-District Services: Communication Process

Eligible students who attend a private school outside the 
local school district can receive services. 

Districts must develop a process
to communicate with their 
neighboring districts and private 
schools.
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Private School Participation 
in Federal Programs

Title I, Part A
Out-of-District 

Services

Out-of-District Services

The Intent to Participate portion of 
the Private Participation in Federal 
Programs application includes 
information about the resident 
districts of private school students.

Federal program directors 
should use this data to 
communicate with private 
schools who have students 
from their districts.



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Interlocal Agreements: Definition

Agreements between public school 
districts in which the districts agree 
to provide services for eligible 
students in private schools.

Funds, Fund Codes, & Accounting
– How will you finance services for private school 

students?
– How will you develop and maintain the budget?
– Which district will be the fiscal agent?
– How will you charge for services?
– How will code services for federal/state reporting?
– How will the accounting work?
– Which district(s) does the accounting?

Services, Timeframe, &Termination
– When will services begin?
– What timeframe is in place for consultation and service 

delivery?
– How will you terminate this interlocal agreement and 

dispose of any property associated with it?



Title I, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Interlocal Agreements: Important Issues

 Who determines student eligibility?

 Who assesses the students? Which 
assessments?

 Who provides the services?

 Where will the services be provided?

 How will student performance be measured?



Bulletin 003-20, regarding Private School Participation in Federal Programs is available on the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (OSPI) website https://www.k12.wa.us/about-
ospi/bulletinsmemos/bulletins/2020 [linkprotect.cudasvc.com] . Please note, the Private Participation in 
Federal Programs application will open in mid-March. OSPI will send a notification when the application 
opens.

Technical Assistance Webinar
A webinar regarding private school participation in federal programs is scheduled for March 2, 2020, from 
1:30–3 p.m. This training will focus on the requirements and responsibilities of private schools and school 
districts. Register for the webinar: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I39RbKAyT6WwGBUD1OiN0w 
[linkprotect.cudasvc.com].

For questions regarding this information, please contact Mary Jo Johnson, Program Supervisor, at 
maryjo.johnson@k12.wa.us; or Julie Chace, Program Supervisor, at julie.chace@k12.wa.us. You can also call 
the Title I/LAP office at 360-725-6100. OSPI’s TTY number is 360-664-3631.
Administering 
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Purpose

Services must be based on the 
needs of private school staff.

Provide PD opportunities for private school 
teachers and other educational personnel. 



Title II, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Allowable Activities

Participation in scheduled professional 

development at the school district.

Third party services―attend conferences or 

PD led by a contracted trainer.

Professional development provided by 
qualified school district staff.



Title II, Part A 
Private School Participation
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Allowable Activities

― Integrate technology into curricula
― Teaching students with different needs
― Methods to improve student behavior/classroom 

management

― Improve the knowledge and skills of teachers and staff in 
core academic subjects

― Effective instructional strategies, methods, and skills

― Principal training
― Training in the use of data and assessments to 

improve instruction

There are 
many more!

Important! Take Note

Do not use Title II, Part A funds for student 
materials―professional development for teachers and 
staff only.

Professional development around core academic subjects
can include participation in faith-based conferences.

Professional development must align to the needs of the 
private school educators



Title II, Part A Summer Conference 
for Private School Teachers
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State-level Activity Funds

Based on private school needs and in consultation with 
private school representatives.

WIFIS, ACIS, CIS, PNAIS, Diocese websites, PSAC and through
OSPI bulletins to private schools.

Professional development activities for private school teachers

Notification Channels 



Title III, Part A
Private School Participation
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English Language Acquisition: Purpose

Support for childproficiency that enables 

meaningful access to grade level curricula 

anren as they develop language d 

instruction.



Title III, Part A
Private School Participation
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Professional development and materials for teachers working 
with children who need language acquisition support.

Services for students and teachers in schools that are located 
within the district that receives Title III funds.

English Language Acquisition: Services



Private Schools: Title III Eligibility and Services
Identification  

Districts may request documentation, as needed, from private school officials to identify Title III-eligible students:
 Include responses to a home language survey and 
 Scores on an English language proficiency assessment. 

The private school may, but is not required to, use the state home language survey, language proficiency placement 
test and language proficiency annual test. The district and private school officials determine during the 
consultation process which language proficiency assessment will be used for initial placement and annually for 
continued eligibility and whether the district or the private school will be responsible for administering the 
assessment. 

Title III parent notification requirements do not apply to parents of ELL students in private schools. However, the 
district and private school officials may wish to discuss, as part of timely and meaningful consultation, how parents 
will be made aware of Title III services provided by the LEA. 

Eligibility is determined based on the location of the private school, within the district’s boundaries, and not the 
residence of the student.



• Improve students’ academic achievement by increasing the 
capacity of states, school districts, schools, and local 
communities to:

• Provide all students with access to a well-rounded education.

• Improve school conditions for student learning.

• Improve the use of technology in order to improve the 
academic achievement and digital literacy of all students.
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Title IV, Part A 
Private School Participation 

Purpose



34

Examples of 
Allowable 
Activities 
Under Title IV, 
Part A

Title IV, Part A 
Private School Participation 



Title IV, Part A
Private School Participation
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TEACHERSSTUDENTS

• Reimbursement for the cost of 
AP/IB exams for low-income 
students 

• Participation in afterschool or 
summer enrichment activities

• Access to counseling

Participation in professional 
development opportunities 
connected to the three Title IV-A 
purposes:

• Well-rounded education
• Safe and healthy students
• Effective use of technology 

Participating private schools are not required to select the same type of activities as 
the district, but may consider the range of allowable Title IV-A activities.

Examples of Allowable Activities



CPR & Private School 
Equitable Services
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OSPI staff monitor district activities for 
reasonable assurance that state and federal 
funds and equitable services are administered  
in compliance with the requirements of law. 





The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Laws and Procedures
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is 
a federal law ensuring services to children with 
disabilities. IDEA governs how states and public 
agencies provide early intervention, special education 
and related services to more than 6.5 million eligible 
infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities. In 
exchange for federal money, schools must guarantee 
that all children with disabilities will receive a "free, 
appropriate public education."

Contact Information
Special Education
360-725-6075
speced@k12.wa.us

mailto:speced@k12.wa.us


Eligibility for Special Education

How Your Student Qualifies for Special Education Services
Students determined eligible for special education services must 
meet all three of the following criteria:

•The student must have a disability or disabilities.
•The student's disability/disabilities adversely affect educational 
performance.
•The student’s unique needs cannot be addressed through education 
in general education classes alone – with or without individual 
accommodations and requires specially designed instruction (SDI).

Eligibility is based on a comprehensive initial evaluation. A 
comprehensive initial evaluation includes all of the existing data 
gathered about the student through the referral process and any 
additional assessments needed to determine whether a student is 
eligible for special education. The initial evaluation report is used to 
determine what special education and related services the student 
needs.



How Special Education Works

A 10-Step Guide to the Special Education Process
Special education is governed by numerous processes and procedures designed to 
provide your student with an appropriate educational program. Having a firm 
understanding of the basic special education processes and procedures, however, 
will help you navigate each step along the way.

The following is an overview of 10 important steps in the special education 
processes that mark the progression of every student’s special education program. 
This list is not comprehensive; it serves as a guide to helping you understand where 
you might be in the process and what procedures may be applicable.

Contact Information
Special Education
360-725-6075
speced@k12.wa.us

mailto:speced@k12.wa.us


Step 1: Referral
A referral is made for your student to be evaluated for 
special education

Step 2: Consent to Evaluate
The school district decides to evaluate your student for 
special education and obtains your consent.

Step 3: Initial Evaluation
Your student is evaluated for special education

Step 4: Initial Evaluation Report
Your student’s eligibility for special education is 
discussed

Step 5: Eligibility and Consent
Your student is found to be eligible for special education 
services.

Step 6: Creating an Individualized Education Program (IEP)
An IEP Team meeting is held and an IEP is written

Step 7: Special Education Begins
The school district implements your student’s IEP.

Step 8: Progress Monitoring & Annual IEP Review
Your student’s progress is measured throughout the year, an 
annual IEP meeting is held, and the IEP is updated

Step 9: Reevaluation
Your student is reevaluated

Step 10: Transition
A transition plan is developed and included in your student’s 
IEP.

A 10-Step Guide 



Making a Referral for Special Education

What to Do If You Think Your Student Needs Special Education Services
Each school district has a duty to locate students residing within the district who might be in need 
of special education. This responsibility is called "child find." In order to meet its "child find" 
obligations, the district will have procedures in place to locate, identify, and evaluate students 
between the ages of 3 and 21 who are suspected of having a disability and may be eligible for 
special education and related services.
If you believe your student may need special education, contact someone at your student's 
school and/or at your school district central office to request that your student be evaluated for 
special education.

Who can make a referral for special education?
Parents, school personnel, school district staff, or other persons with knowledge about a student 
may make a referral requesting that the student be evaluated to determine eligibility for special 
education.

Does the request need to be in writing?
Yes. A request for an evaluation must be made in writing. Email may be used as a written request.



Making a Referral for Special Education

What information should be in the written request?
When requesting to have your student evaluated, be sure to include why you think your student may need special 
education services and all of the areas of suspected disability. If you think, for example, that your student has difficulty 
in reading and also has emotional or behavioral struggles that need to be addressed, then ask for both areas to be 
evaluated. Provide examples of the types of situations that appear challenging to your student. Provide any documents 
which indicate that your student may have a specific condition or impairment: letters from doctors or mental health 
providers.

Who do I submit the referral to?
Send your written referral both to a school staff member involved in special education (e.g., principal, school 
psychologist or special education teacher) and to your school district's special education director at the administrative 
office. Keep a copy of your written request(s) for your files.

What happens after I submit my referral?
Your written referral puts into motion a series of timelines the school district must meet in response to your request. 
The district must acknowledge and/or notify you of the referral and make a decision within 25 school days as to 
whether or not it will evaluate your student



Individualized Education Program (IEP)

Documenting Your Student’s Educational Needs and Services
An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a written statement for a student eligible for special education that is 
developed, reviewed, and revised in accordance with state and federal laws. The IEP guides your student's learning 
while in special education. It describes the amount of time the student will spend receiving special education, any 
related services the student will receive, and the academic/behavioral goals and expectations for the year.
The student's IEP team will meet at least once a year to talk about the student’s progress and make any needed 
changes to the program. The required members of the student’s IEP team includes:

•The student's parent(s) or guardian(s);
•At least one of the student's general education teachers (if s/he is participating or could possibly participate in 
general education);
•At least one special education teacher;
•A representative of the school district who is (1) qualified to provide, or supervises the provision of, specially 
designed instruction to meet the unique needs of students with disabilities, and (2) is knowledgeable about the 
general curriculum and the availability of resources within the district;
•An individual who can interpret evaluation results and the related instructional implications;
•Other individuals, at the discretion of the parent or the district, who have knowledge or special expertise 
regarding your student, including related services personnel, if appropriate; and
•The student, if appropriate.

Overall, the IEP team is responsible for identifying and evaluating the student, developing, reviewing, and/or revising 
the student's IEP, and determining the placement or setting where the student will receive her/his special education 
services in accordance with the IEP.



What is required to be in an IEP?

There is no standard IEP format for the state of Washington; however the following list 
contains the required elements for every IEP:
•A statement of the student’s present levels of academic achievement and functional 
performance;
•Measurable annual goals;
•A description of how the school district will measure the student’s progress towards 
meeting her/his annual goals, including when and how often the school district will provide 
periodic reports on the progress of the student;
•A statement of the special education, related services, and supplementary aids and services 
to be provided to or on behalf of the student;
•A statement of the program modifications or supports to be provided to school personnel 
related to the student’s needs;
•An explanation as to the extent to which the student will not participate with nondisabled 
students in the general education classroom and extracurricular and nonacademic activities, 
if necessary.



What is required to be in an IEP?

Continued
•A statement of any individual accommodations the student needs to measure 
academic achievement and functional performance on state and district-wide 
assessment tests;
•If the IEP team determines the student must take an alternate assessment instead of a 
particular general state or district-wide assessment of student achievement, a 
statement explaining why your student cannot participate in the general assessment 
and the particular alternate assessment that has been selected is appropriate for the 
student;
•Extended school year (ESY) services for the student, if necessary;
•The projected date for the beginning of the services and modifications described 
within the IEP, as well as the anticipated frequency, location, and duration of those 
services and modifications.
•A post-secondary transition plan beginning no later than the first IEP to be in effect 
when the student reaches age 16 (or younger if determined appropriate); and
•Beginning no later than one year before the student reaches the age of 18, a statement 
that s/he has been informed of their rights under the IDEA, that will transfer to them 
when they reach age 18.





Frequently Asked Questions
What is SDI?
Specially designed instruction (SDI) is a set of organized and planned instructional activities 
which adapt, as appropriate, the content, methodology, or delivery of instruction to 
address the unique needs that result from a student’s disability.

I think my student has a learning disability, how does s/he qualify for special education?
The requirements for determining whether a student has a Specific Learning Disability can 
vary by district. The booklet Identification of Students with Specific Learning Disabilities
provides more information.

Who decides what assessments need to be done as part of the initial evaluation for 
special education eligibility?
The school district’s evaluation group will decide. The assessments should provide the 
district with functional, developmental, and academic information about your student. If 
the district needs assessments from outside sources in order to conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation, such as medical or neurological information, it must ensure the outside 
assessments are conducted by qualified providers.

https://www.k12.wa.us/file/41804


Frequently Asked Questions
Do I need to get a medical diagnosis for my student’s disability before the district can find my student 
eligible for special education?
You are not required to obtain and provide the school district with a medical diagnosis for your student in 
order for a district to evaluate your student for special education. A medical diagnosis is also not required in 
order to be found eligible for special education services. The school district may request that you provide any 
medical information you may have as part of the referral process and may, if necessary, seek consent to 
obtain a medical statement or assessment indicating whether there are any other factors that may be 
affecting the student's educational performance as part of any district evaluation.

What does RTI or Response to Intervention mean? Is the school required to use it?
RTI is a multi-tiered system of support model based upon a student’s response to research-based 
interventions. The district has the option of using either the severe discrepancy model or RTI procedures in 
making a determination about specific learning disabilities. More detailed information about these methods 
are in OSPI’s booklet on the Identification of Students with Specific Learning Disabilities.

How do I withdraw my student from special education services?
Revoking consent, must be in writing, the district must honor the revocation and provide a Prior Written 
Notice identifying the date the district will stop providing services.

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/guidance-families-special-education-washington-state/making-referral-special-education
https://www.k12.wa.us/file/41804
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/guidance-families-special-education-washington-state/prior-written


Frequently Asked Questions

Is the school district required to have a referral meeting?
A meeting to discuss the referral is not required. If, however, a meeting is scheduled by the district to take 
place, then you must be invited to attend a meeting to discuss the referral.

How will the district make a decision about evaluating my student?
The referral process includes a review of existing data about your student. Existing data includes, but is not 
limited to, any information you have provided, any medical information available, and any information 
about your student's performance at school or in other settings (such as preschool, private school, at home, 
and other settings). Based on all of this information, the district must make a decision within 25 school days 
as to whether or not it will evaluate the student.

What happens if a school district decides not to evaluate my student?
If a school district decides the information in the referral does not support the need for an evaluation, it 
must provide you with a Prior Written Notice letter of its decision not to evaluate. The Prior Written Notice 
must include the reasons why the district does not believe your student needs to be evaluated. You have 
the option of challenging the district's decision using one of the dispute resolution options available under 
special education law and/or inquiring about eligibility under Section 504.

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/guidance-families-special-education-washington-state/prior-written
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/dispute-resolution
https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/equity-and-civil-rights/section-504-and-students-disabilities

