
 

Suggested Diversity and Inclusion Books to Purchase for HRS Library 

Title cand Cover Description Cost and Link Age 
Level 

Anna’s 
Approval  

(Y - Yes and  
N - No) 

Let’s Talk About Race By 
Julian Lester 
 

 

In this acclaimed book, the author of the Newbery Honor Book To 
Be a Slave shares his own story as he explores what makes 
each of us special. A strong choice for sharing at home or in the 
classroom. 

Karen Barbour's dramatic, vibrant paintings speak to the heart of 
Lester's unique vision, truly a celebration of all of us. "This 
stunning picture book introduces race as just one of many 
chapters in a person's story" (School Library Journal). "Lester's 
poignant picture book helps children learn, grow, discuss, and 
begin to create a future that resolves differences" (Children's 
Literature). 

 

$7.99 (Only offered in 
paperback) 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Lets-Talk-About-Julius-Le
ster/dp/0064462269/ref=s
r_1_1?dchild=1&keyword
s=let%27s+talk+about+ra
ce&qid=1591140908&sr=
8-1 
 

N/A  

Let the Children March by 
Monica Clark-Robinson 
 

 

In 1963 Birmingham, Alabama, thousands of African American 
children volunteered to march for their civil rights after hearing 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speak. They protested the laws that 
kept black people separate from white people. Facing fear, hate, 
and danger, these children used their voices to change the world. 
Frank Morrison's emotive oil-on-canvas paintings bring this 
historical event to life, while Monica Clark-Robinson's moving and 
poetic words document this remarkable time.  

$11.16 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Let-Children-March-Monic
a-Clark-Robinson/dp/054
4704525/ref=sr_1_1?dchil
d=1&keywords=let+the+c
hildren+march&qid=1591
141557&s=books&sr=1-1 
 

6+  

https://www.amazon.com/Lets-Talk-About-Julius-Lester/dp/0064462269/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=let%27s+talk+about+race&qid=1591140908&sr=8-1
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Betty Before X by Ilyasah 
Shabazz 
 

 
 

In Detroit, 1945, eleven-year-old Betty’s house doesn’t quite feel 
like home. She believes her mother loves her, but she can’t 
shake the feeling that her mother doesn’t want her. Church helps 
those worries fade, if only for a little while. The singing, the 
preaching, the speeches from guest activists like Paul Robeson 
and Thurgood Marshall stir African Americans in her community 
to stand up for their rights. Betty quickly finds confidence and 
purpose in volunteering for the Housewives League, an 
organization that supports black-owned businesses. Soon, the 
American civil rights icon we now know as Dr. Betty Shabazz is 
born. 

Inspired by Betty's real life--but expanded upon and fictionalized 
through collaboration with novelist Renée Watson--Ilyasah 
Shabazz illuminates four poignant years in her mother’s 
childhood with this book, painting an inspiring portrait of a girl 
overcoming the challenges of self-acceptance and belonging that 
will resonate with young readers today. 

$10.79 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Betty-Before-X-Ilyasah-Sh
abazz/dp/0374306109/ref
=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_en
coding=UTF8&qid=15911
41797&sr=1-1 
 

10+  

Be Kind by Pat Zietlow- 
Miller 
 

 

When Tanisha spills grape juice all over her new dress, her 
classmate wants to make her feel better, wondering: What does it 
mean to be kind?  

From asking the new girl to play to standing up for someone 
being bullied, this moving story explores what kindness is, and 
how any act, big or small, can make a difference―or at least help 
a friend. 

With a gentle text from the award-winning author of Sophie's 
Squash, Pat Zietlow Miller, and irresistible art from Jen Hill, Be 
Kind is an unforgettable story about how two simple words can 
change the world. 

$13.97 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Be-Kind-Pat-Zietlow-Miller
/dp/1626723214/ref=sr_1
_1?dchild=1&keywords=b
e+kind&qid=1591142477
&s=books&sr=1-1 
 

3+  

Dreamers by Yuyi Morales 
 

Dreamers is a celebration of making your home with the things 
you always carry: your resilience, your dreams, your hopes and 
history. It's the story of finding your way in a new place, of 
navigating an unfamiliar world and finding the best parts of it. In 
dark times, it's a promise that you can make better tomorrows.  
 
This lovingly-illustrated picture book memoir looks at the myriad 
gifts migrantes bring with them when they leave their homes. It's 

$12.89 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Dreamers-Yuyi-Morales/d
p/0823440559/ref=sr_1_2
?dchild=1&eywords=the+
dreamers&qid=15911427

4+  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ilyasah+Shabazz&text=Ilyasah+Shabazz&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ilyasah+Shabazz&text=Ilyasah+Shabazz&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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a story about family. And it's a story to remind us that we are all 
dreamers, bringing our own strengths wherever we roam. 
Beautiful and powerful at any time but given particular urgency as 
the status of our own Dreamers becomes uncertain, this is a 
story that is both topical and timeless.  

16&s=books&sr=1-2 
 

Not Quite Snow White by 
Ashley Franklin 
 
 

 

ameika is a girl who belongs on the stage. She loves to act, sing, 
and dance—and she’s pretty good at it, too. So when her school 
announces their Snow White musical, Tameika auditions for the 
lead princess role. 

But the other kids think she’s “not quite” right to play the role.  

They whisper, they snicker, and they glare. 

Will Tameika let their harsh words be her final curtain call? 

Not Quite Snow White is a delightful and inspiring picture book 
that highlights the importance of self-confidence while taking an 
earnest look at what happens when that confidence is shaken or 
lost. Tameika encourages us all to let our magic shine. 
 
 
 
 
 

$12.99 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Quite-Snow-White-Ashley
-Franklin/dp/006279860X/
ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&key
words=not+quite+snow+w
hite&qid=1591142865&s=
books&sr=1-1 
 

10+  

Just Ask by Sonia 
Sotomayor 
 
 

Feeling different, especially as a kid, can be tough. But in the 
same way that different types of plants and flowers make a 
garden more beautiful and enjoyable, different types of people 
make our world more vibrant and wonderful.  
 
In Just Ask, United States Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor celebrates the different abilities kids (and people of all 
ages) have. Using her own experience as a child who was 
diagnosed with diabetes, Justice Sotomayor writes about children 
with all sorts of challenges--and looks at the special powers 

$13.49 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Just-Ask-Different-Brave-
You/dp/0525514120/ref=s
r_1_1?crid=3FNMHP46G
Z7C3&dchild=1&keyword
s=just+ask+sonia+sotoma
yor&qid=1591143059&s=

3+  

https://www.amazon.com/Dreamers-Yuyi-Morales/dp/0823440559/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&eywords=the+dreamers&qid=1591142716&s=books&sr=1-2
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https://www.amazon.com/Quite-Snow-White-Ashley-Franklin/dp/006279860X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=not+quite+snow+white&qid=1591142865&s=books&sr=1-1
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https://www.amazon.com/Just-Ask-Different-Brave-You/dp/0525514120/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FNMHP46GZ7C3&dchild=1&keywords=just+ask+sonia+sotomayor&qid=1591143059&s=books&sprefix=just+ask%2Cstripbooks%2C237&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Ask-Different-Brave-You/dp/0525514120/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FNMHP46GZ7C3&dchild=1&keywords=just+ask+sonia+sotomayor&qid=1591143059&s=books&sprefix=just+ask%2Cstripbooks%2C237&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Ask-Different-Brave-You/dp/0525514120/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FNMHP46GZ7C3&dchild=1&keywords=just+ask+sonia+sotomayor&qid=1591143059&s=books&sprefix=just+ask%2Cstripbooks%2C237&sr=1-1


 
 

those kids have as well. As the kids work together to build a 
community garden, asking questions of each other along the 
way, this book encourages readers to do the same: When we 
come across someone who is different from us but we're not sure 
why, all we have to do is Just Ask. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

books&sprefix=just+ask%
2Ctripbooks%2C237&sr=
1-1 
 

Undefeated by Kwame 
Alexander 

 

Originally performed for ESPN's The Undefeated, this poem is a 
love letter to black life in the United States. It highlights the 
unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of the civil rights 
movement, and the grit, passion, and perseverance of some of 
the world's greatest heroes. The text is also peppered with 
references to the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., Langston 
Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and others, offering deeper insights 
into the accomplishments of the past, while bringing stark 
attention to the endurance and spirit of those surviving and 
thriving in the present. Robust back matter at the end provides 
valuable historical context and additional detail for those wishing 
to learn more. 

$10.74 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Undefeated-Kwame-Alex
ander/dp/1328780961/ref
=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywo
rds=the+undefeated&qid=
1591143143&s=books&sr
=1-1 
 

6+  

I Am Enough by Grace 
Byers 
 

 

This gorgeous, lyrical ode to loving who you are, respecting 
others, and being kind to one another comes from Empire actor 
and activist Grace Byers and talented newcomer artist Keturah A. 
Bobo. 

We are all here for a purpose. We are more than enough. We 
just need to believe it. 

 

$13.28 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
I-Am-Enough-Grace-Byer
s/dp/0062667122/ref=sr_
1_1?dchild=1&keywords=
I+am+enough&qid=15114
3369&s=books&sr=1-1 

4+  

Enough! 20 Protestors Who 
Changed America by Emily 

America has been molded and shaped by those who have taken 
a stand and said they have had enough. In this dynamic picture 

$12.19 
 

N/A  
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Easton  
 
 

 
 

book, stand alongside the nation's most iconic civil and human 
rights leaders, whose brave actions rewrote history.  
 
Join Samuel Adams as he masterminds the Boston Tea Party, 
Ruby Bridges on her march to school, Colin Kaepernick as he 
takes a knee, and the multitude of other American activists 
whose peaceful protests have ushered in lasting change.  
 
With a foreword from a survivor of the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas high school shooting, this succinct text paired with 
striking illustrations is a compelling read-together story for little 
activists who are just starting to find their voice. 

https://www.amazon.com/
Enough-Protesters-Who-
Changed-America/dp/198
4831976/ref=sr_1_2?dchil
d=1&keywords=Enough%
21&qid=1591143491&s=b
ooks&sr=1-2 
 

Ghost Boys by Jewell 
Parker Rhodes 

 
 

Only the living can make the world better. Live and make it 
better. 
 
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes 
his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the 
devastation that's been unleashed on his family and community 
in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. 
 
Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a 
very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps 
Jerome process what has happened, on a journey towards 
recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events that 
ended his life. Jerome also meets 
 
Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who grapples with her 
father's actions. 
 
Once again Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves historical and 
socio-political layers into a gripping and poignant story about how 
children and families face the complexities of today's world, and 
how one boy grows to understand American blackness in the 
aftermath of his own death. 
 
 

$7.49 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Ghost-Boys-Jewell-Parker
-Rhodes/dp/0316262285/r
ef=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_
encoding=UTF8&qid=159
1144067&sr=1-1 
 

10+  
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A Good Kind of Trouble by 
Ramee Moore 
 

 

Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to do 
is to follow the rules. (Oh, and she’d also like to make it through 
seventh grade with her best friendships intact, learn to run track, 
and have a cute boy see past her giant forehead.) 

But in junior high, it’s like all the rules have changed. Now she’s 
suddenly questioning who her best friends are and some people 
at school are saying she’s not black enough. Wait, what? 

Shay’s sister, Hana, is involved in Black Lives Matter, but Shay 
doesn't think that's for her. After experiencing a powerful protest, 
though, Shay decides some rules are worth breaking. She starts 
wearing an armband to school in support of the Black Lives 
movement. Soon everyone is taking sides. And she is given an 
ultimatum. 

Shay is scared to do the wrong thing (and even more scared to 
do the right thing), but if she doesn't face her fear, she'll be 
forever tripping over the next hurdle. Now that’s trouble, for real. 

$11.29 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Good-Kind-Trouble-Moor
e-Ramée/dp/0062836684/
ref=sr_1_1?crid=NWQ7D
NRK0X4U&dchild=1&key
words=a+good+kind+of+tr
ouble&qid=1591144640&
s=books&sprefix=A+good
+kin%2Cstripbooks%2C2
41&sr=1-1 
 

8+  

New Kid by Jerry Craft 
 

 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing 
cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to the art 
school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious 
private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of 
the few kids of color in his entire grade. 

As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights 
apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan 
soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not really fitting 
into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school 
culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true 
to himself? 
 

$7.79 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
New-Kid-Jerry-Craft/dp/00
62691198/ref=pd_bxgy_i
mg_3/137-3747579-7869
011?_encoding=UTF8&p
d_rd_i=0062691198&pd_r
d_r=16235e27-3715-4d6d
-a732-9fe19d5c35fa&pd_r
d_w=Nh0Hz&pd_rd_wg=y
5f7P&pf_rd_p=4e3f7fc3-0
0c8-46a6-a4db-8457e631
9578&pf_rd_r=55PW457
XY2B9M09FNMW4&psc=
1&refRID=55PW457XY2B
9M09FNMW4 
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If You’re Going to a March 
by Marth Freeman 

 
 

As more and more children attend the growing number of 
marches across the country, this cheerful guide serves as a great 
reference tool and conversation starter for youthful participants. 
Inspired by author Martha Freeman’s own experiences, this 
picture book addresses many of the questions kids might have: 
What should I wear? How will I get there? Where will I be able to 
go to the bathroom? Is it okay to dance? (Yes, it is!). All the while 
the text stays focused on the fact that the right to assemble is a 
Constitutional part of our life as Americans . . . whatever our 
political point of view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$8.00 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Youre-Going-March-Mart
ha-Freeman/dp/14549299
36/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&
keywords=if+you%27re+g
oing+to+a+march&qid=15
91144975&s=books&sr=1
-1 
 

N/A  

I Can Do Hard Things: 
Mindful Affirmations for kids 
by Gabi Garcia 
 
 

 

Help your child tap into their inner strength and find the 
encouragement they need to navigate their daily environments. 

Mindful affirmations can help your child tune out the streams of 
messages they get about how they should be in the world. 

I can choose kindness. 

I can practice peace. 

I can share my gifts with the world. 

$11.66 (paperback only) 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Can-Do-Hard-Things-Affir
mations/dp/0998958085/r
ef=sr_1_9_sspa?crid=365
KN0VQ4QOIT&dchild=1&
keywords=little+leaders+b
old+women+in+black+hist
ory&qid=1591145122&s=
books&sprefix=little+lead
ers%2Cstripbooks%2C22
3&sr=1-9-spons&psc=1&s
pLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXV
hbGlmaWVyPUEyR09W
MDdEQzRMT1ZTJmVuY
3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNDE3
ODYwRk5TMkgxNDBJTD
dHJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkS
WQ9QTA0NDM5NTMyQ
UZYVzZMRk1XMzBGJnd
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Racism and Intolerance by 
Louise Spilsbury 
 

 

That's where books from the Children in Our World series can 
help. Each book uses relatable comparisons, carefully 
researched text, and striking illustrations to help kids understand 
the many difficulties that children just like them face in the world 
today. In Racism and Intolerance, children can get answers to 
questions like: "What does it mean to be a racist--or intolerant?" 
and "How can I help?" Children will begin to understand the way 
others struggle with these issues and become empowered to 
make a difference. Award-winning illustrator Hanane Kai uses a 
deft hand to create powerful illustrations that help children 
visualize the people impacted by poverty, hunger, war, racism, 
and more. All of the images are sensitively rendered and 
perfectly suited for younger children. These books are an 
excellent cross-curricular resource--use them to explore 
important issues and tie them into discussions about food, 
wealth, compassion, empathy, and current affairs. 

 

$11.91 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Racism-Intolerance-Childr
en-Our-World/dp/1438050
224/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1
&keywords=racism+and+i
ntolerance&qid=1591145
623&s=books&sr=1-3 
 
 

N/A  

Race Cars: A Children’s 
Book About White Privilege 
by Jenny Devenny 
 

Race Cars is a children's book about white privilege. It was 
created to serve as a springboard for parents and educators to 
facilitate tough conversations with their kids about race, privilege 
and oppression. Race Cars tells the story of 2 best friends, a 
white car and a black car, that have different experiences and 
face different rules while entering the same race. 
 
 
 
 
 

$14.83 (paperback only) 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Race-Cars-childrens-abo
ut-privilege/dp/069278650
3/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1Q0M
X5LNW32S3&dchild=1&k
eywords=something+hap
pened+in+our+town+book
&qid=1591146019&s=boo

N/A  
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Stolen Words by Melanie 
Florence  

The story of the beautiful relationship between a little girl and her 
grandfather. When she asks her grandfather how to say 
something in his language, Cree, he admits that his language 
was stolen from him when he was a boy. The little girl then sets 
out to help her grandfather find his language again. This 
sensitive, beautifully illustrated picture book explores the 
intergenerational impact of Canada's residential school system, 
which separated young Indigenous children from their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$12.65 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Stolen-Words-Melanie-Flo
rence/dp/1772600377/ref
=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywo
rds=Stolen+Words&qid=1
591146357&s=books&sr=
1-1 

N/A  

The Proudest Blue: A Story 
of Hijab and Family by 
Ibthaj Muhammad 
 

With her new backpack and light-up shoes, Faizah knows the 
first day of school is going to be special. It's the start of a brand 
new year and, best of all, it's her older sister Asiya's first day of 
hijab--a hijab of beautiful blue fabric, like the ocean waving to the 
sky. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful, and in the face of 
hurtful, confusing words, Faizah will find new ways to be strong. 
 
Paired with Hatem Aly's beautiful, whimsical art, Olympic 
medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad and Morris Award finalist S.K. Ali 

$16.19 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Proudest-Blue-Story-Hijab
-Family/dp/0316519006/r
ef=sr1_2?crid=1LZQT412
2GMM9&dchild=1&keywo
rds=under+my+hijab&qid
=1591146474&s=books&

N/A  



bring readers an uplifting, universal story of new experiences, the 
unbreakable bond between siblings, and of being proud of who 
you are. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sprefix=Under+my+H%2C
stripbooks%2C217&sr=1-
2 

Most People by Michael 
Leannah 

Michael Leannah wrote Most People as an antidote to the scary 
words and images kids hear and see every day. Jennifer Morris’s 
emotive, diverting characters provide the perfect complement to 
Leannah’s words, leading us through the crowded streets of an 
urban day in the company of two pairs of siblings (one of color). 
We see what they see: the hulking dude with tattoos and chains 
assisting an elderly lady onto the bus; the Goth teenager with 
piercings and purple Mohawk returning a lost wallet to its owner; 
and the myriad interactions of daily existence, most of them well 
intended. Most People is a courageous, constructive response 
to the dystopian world of the news media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$12.99  
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Most-People-Michael-Lea
nnah/dp/0884485544/ref=
sr_1_2?crid=23EHX4LQZ
I0A3&dchild=1&keywords
=yo+soy+muslim&qid=15
91146780&s=books&spre
fix=yo+soy+%2Cstripbook
s%2C219&sr=1-2#custom
erReviews 
 

N/A  

My Family Divided by Diane 
Guerrero 

Before landing a spot on the megahit Netflix show Orange is the 
New Black; before wow-ing audiences as Lina on Jane the 
Virgin; and before her incredible activism and work on 
immigration reform, Diane Guerrero was a young girl living in 

$9.49 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
My-Family-Divied-Girls-Jo

13+  
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Boston. One day, while Guerrero was at school, her 
undocumented immigrant parents were taken from their home, 
detained, and deported. Guerrero's life, which had been full of the 
support of a loving family, was turned upside down. 

Reflective of the experiences of millions of undocumented 
immigrant families in the United States, Guerrero's story in My 
Family Divided, written with Erica Moroz, is at once heartbreaking 
and hopeful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

urney/dp/125030878X/ref
=sr_1_1?crid=3B48U7W9
KO1SU&dchild=1&keywor
ds=my+family+divided&qi
d=1591147195&s=books
&sprefix=my+family+di%2
Cstripbooks%2C220&sr=
1-1 

Schomburg: The Man Who 
Built a Library by Carole 
Boston Weatherford 
 

 

Amid the scholars, poets, authors, and artists of the Harlem 
Renaissance stood an Afro–Puerto Rican named Arturo 
Schomburg. This law clerk’s life’s passion was to collect books, 
letters, music, and art from Africa and the African diaspora and 
bring to light the achievements of people of African descent 
through the ages. When Schomburg’s collection became so big it 
began to overflow his house (and his wife threatened to mutiny), 
he turned to the New York Public Library, where he created and 
curated a collection that was the cornerstone of a new Negro 
Division. A century later, his groundbreaking collection, known as 
the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, has 
become a beacon to scholars all over the world. 

$13.79 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Schomburg-Man-Who-Bui
lt-Library/dp/076368046X/
ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_
encoding=UTF8&qid=159
1147378&sr=1-1 

N/A  

Lailah’s Lunchbox: A 
Ramadan Story by Reem 
Faruqi 

Lailah is in a new school in a new country, thousands of miles 
from her old home, and missing her old friends. When Ramadan 
begins, she is excited that she is finally old enough to participate 

$12.71 
 
https://www.amazon.com/

N/A  



 

 

in the fasting but worried that her classmates won’t understand 
why she doesn’t join them in the lunchroom. 

Lailah solves her problem with help from the school librarian and 
her teacher and in doing so learns that she can make new friends 
who respect her beliefs. This gentle, moving story from first-time 
author Reem Faruqi comes to life in Lea Lyon’s vibrant 
illustrations. Lyon uses decorative arabesque borders on 
intermittent spreads to contrast the ordered patterns of Islamic 
observances with the unbounded rhythms of American school 
days. 

 

 

 

 

Lailahs-Lunchbox-Ramad
an-Reem-Faruqi/dp/0884
484319/ref=sr_1_1?crid=
1MVKCBPBVPGXG&dchi
ld=1&keywords=lailah%2
7s+lunchbox+a+ramadan
+story&qid=1591147513&
s=books&sprefix=nail%2
Cstripbooks%2C260&sr=
1-1 

The Day You Begin by 
Jacqueline Woodson 
 
 

 

There are many reasons to feel different. Maybe it's how you look 
or talk, or where you're from; maybe it's what you eat, or 
something just as random. It's not easy to take those first steps 
into a place where nobody really knows you yet, but somehow 
you do it.  
 
Jacqueline Woodson's lyrical text and Rafael López's dazzling art 
reminds us that we all feel like outsiders sometimes-and how 
brave it is that we go forth anyway. And that sometimes, when 
we reach out and begin to share our stories, others will be happy 
to meet us halfway. 

$11.53 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Day-You-Begin-Jacquelin
e-Woodson/dp/03992465
33/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&
keywords=the+day+you+
begin&qid=1591147664&
s=books&sr=1-1 

4+  



Mixed a Colorful Story by 
Arree Chung 

 

The reds, the yellows, and the blues all think they're the best 
in this vibrant, thought-provoking picture book from Arree 
Chung, with a message of acceptance and unity.  
 
In the beginning, there were three colors . . . 
 
Reds, 
 
Yellows, 
 
and Blues. 
 
All special in their own ways, all living in harmony―until one day, 
a Red says "Reds are the best!" and starts a color kerfuffle. 
When the colors decide to separate, is there anything that can 
change their minds? 
 
A Yellow, a Blue, and a never-before-seen color might just save 
the day in this inspiring book about color, tolerance, and 
embracing differences. 
 
 

$12.00 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Mixed-Colorful-Story-Arre
e-Chung/dp/1250142733/
ref=sr_1_1?crid=3UN47B
KWKCUYA&dchild=1&ke
ywords=mixed+a+colorful
+story&qid=1591148941&
s=books&sprefix=mixed+
a%2Cstripbooks%2C227
&sr=1-1 

N/A  

As Fast as Words Could Fly 
by Pamela Tuck 
 

Young Mason Steele takes pride in turning his father's excited 
ramblings about the latest civil rights incidents into handwritten 
business letters. One day Pa comes home with a gift from his 
civil rights group: a typewriter. Thrilled with the present, Mason 
spends all his spare time teaching himself to type. Soon he 
knows where every letter on the keyboard is located. 
 
When the civil rights group wins a school desegregation case, 
Mason learns that now he will be attending a formerly all white 
high school. Despite his fears and injustice from the students and 
faculty, Mason perseveres. He does well in school especially in 
his typing class. And when he competes in the county typing 
tournament, Mason decides to take a stand, using his skills to 
triumph over prejudice and break racial barriers. 

$10.95 (Only paperback) 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
As-Fast-Words-Could-Fly/
dp/1620148595/ref=sr_1_
1?crid=14XLEE0LWXDIV
&dchild=1&keywords=as+
fast+as+words+could+fly+
book&qid=1591151531&s
=books&sprefix=as+fast+
as%2Cdigital-text%2C232
&sr=1-1#customerReview
s 

N/A  



 

Cameron Goes to School 
by Sheletta Brundidge 
 
 

 
 
 

Cameron will soon be starting kindergarten and her whole family 
is nervous. How will they manage without her when she goes off 
to school? This sweet and funny story starring a young 
African-American girl with autism will help all kids-and their 
families-face the great big wonderful change that is school. 

$14.45 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Cameron-Goes-School-S
heletta-Brundidge/dp/164
3438662/ref=sr_1_1?dchil
d=1&keywords=Cameron
+goes+to+school&qid=15
91152305&s=books&sr=1
-1#customerReviews 
 

N/A  

Dictionary for a Better 
World by  
 

How can we make the world a better place? This inspiring 
resource for middle-grade readers is organized as a dictionary; 
each entry presents a word related to creating a better world, 
such as ally, empathy, or respect. For each word, there is a 
poem, a quote from an inspiring person, a personal anecdote 
from the authors, and a "try it" prompt for an activity. 

$19.99 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Dictionary-Better-World-Q
uotes-Anecdotes/dp/1541
557751/ref=sr_1_1?dchild
=1&keywords=dictionary+
for+a+better+world&qid=1
591215946&s=books&sr=
1-1 

N/A  
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Everyone is Equal by 
Anders Hanson 
 

 

Learn how to be respectful of the differences in others! Everyone 
is Equal: the Kids' Book of Tolerance will teach kids to be tolerant 
of other people's looks, abilities, beliefs, and to talk & learn about 
differences. This book will show kids how to use compassion, 
respect, responsibility, and honesty with those around them. 
Simple text and charming pictures will keep kids interested while 
they learn. It's never too early to help kids stand up for what is 
right. 

$19.83 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Everyone-Equal-Kids-Tol
erance-Stand/dp/1624032
931/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1
&keywords=everyone+is+
equal&qid=1591216661&
s=books&sr=1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A  

Say Something by Peter H. 
Reynolds 
 

The world needs your voice. If you have a brilliant idea... say 
something! If you see an injustice... say something! 
 
In this empowering new picture book, beloved author Peter H. 
Reynolds explores the many ways that a single voice can make a 
difference. Each of us, each and every day, have the chance to 

$11.59 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Say-Something-Peter-H-
Reynolds/dp/0545865034

4+  
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say something: with our actions, our words, and our voices. 
Perfect for kid activists everywhere, this timely story reminds 
readers of the undeniable importance and power of their voice. 
There are so many ways to tell the world who you are... what you 
are thinking... and what you believe. And how you'll make it 
better. The time is now: SAY SOMETHING! 

/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?
_encoding=UTF8&qid=15
91218019&sr=1-1 
 

Ada’s Violin: The Story of 
the Recycled Orchestra of 
Paraguay by Susan Hood 
 

 

Ada Ríos grew up in Cateura, a small town in Paraguay built on a 
landfill. She dreamed of playing the violin, but with little money for 
anything but the bare essentials, it was never an option...until a 
music teacher named Favio Chávez arrived. He wanted to give 
the children of Cateura something special, so he made them 
instruments out of materials found in the trash. It was a crazy 
idea, but one that would leave Ada—and her town—forever 
changed. Now, the Recycled Orchestra plays venues around the 
world, spreading their message of hope and innovation. 

$10.99 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Adas-Violin-Recycled-Orc
hestra-Paraguay/dp/1481
430955/ref=sr_1_1?dchild
=1&keywords=ada%27s+
violin&qid=1591218305&s
=books&sr=1-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A  

The Invisible Boy by Trudy 
Ludwig 
 
 

Meet Brian, the invisible boy. Nobody ever seems to notice him 
or think to include him in their group, game, or birthday party . . . 
until, that is, a new kid comes to class. 
 
When Justin, the new boy, arrives, Brian is the first to make him 

$10.59 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Invisible-Boy-Trudy-Ludwi
g/dp/1582464502/ref=sr_

6+  
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feel welcome. And when Brian and Justin team up to work on a 
class project together, Brian finds a way to shine. 
 
From esteemed author and speaker Trudy Ludwig and acclaimed 
illustrator Patrice Barton, this gentle story shows how small acts 
of kindness can help children feel included and allow them to 
flourish. Any parent, teacher, or counselor looking for material 
that sensitively addresses the needs of quieter children will find 
The Invisible Boy a valuable and important resource.  

1_1?crid=19ARUQGIB90
RB&dchild=1&keywords=t
he+invisible+boy&qid=15
91218507&s=books&spre
fix=the+invisible+boy%2C
stripbooks%2C230&sr=1-
1 
 

Amina’s Voice by Hena 
Khan 
 

 
 

Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy 
just hanging out with her best friend, Soojin. Except now that 
she’s in middle school everything feels different. Soojin is 
suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of the “cool” girls in the 
class, and even talking about changing her name to something 
more “American.” Does Amina need to start changing too? Or 
hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina grapples with these 
questions, she is devastated when her local mosque is 
vandalized. 
 
Amina’s Voice brings to life the joys and challenges of a young 
Pakistani-American and highlights the many ways in which one 
girl’s voice can help bring a diverse community together to love 
and support each other. 

$6.99 (only in paperback) 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Aminas-Voice-Hena-Khan
/dp/1481492071/ref=sr_1
_1?dchild=1&keywords=a
mina%27s+voice&qid=15
91218770&s=books&sr=1
-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8+  

The Colors of Us by Karen 
Katz 
 

Seven-year-old Lena is going to paint a picture of herself. She 
wants to use brown paint for her skin. But when she and her 
mother take a walk through the neighborhood, Lena learns that 

$13.23 
 
https://www.amazon.com/

N/A  
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brown comes in many different shades. 

Through the eyes of a little girl who begins to see her familiar 
world in a new way, this book celebrates the differences and 
similarities that connect all people. 

 
 

Colors-Us-Karen-Katz/dp/
0805058648/ref=tmm_hrd
_swatch_0?_encoding=U
TF8&qid=1591281282&sr
=8-1 

Don’t Touch My Hair! by 
Sharee Miller 

 

An entertaining picture book that teaches the importance of 
asking for permission first as a young girl attempts to 
escape the curious hands that want to touch her hair. 
 
It seems that wherever Aria goes, someone wants to touch her 
hair. In the street, strangers reach for her fluffy curls; and even 
under the sea, in the jungle, and in space, she's chased by a 
mermaid, monkeys, and poked by aliens...until, finally, Aria has 
had enough! 
 
Author-illustrator Sharee Miller takes the tradition of appreciation 
of black hair to a new, fresh, level as she doesn't seek to 
convince or remind young readers that their curls are 
beautiful--she simply acknowledges black beauty while telling a 
fun, imaginative story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$11.38 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Dont-Touch-Hair-Sharee-
Miller/dp/0316562580 
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