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WELCOME FROM CHAIR
b y  S e V e r a  D o w e

Welcome  to  our  new  readers  and  those  who  have  fol lowed  us  

since  our  f i rst  newsletter .  We  have  been  the  si lent  few  

creat ing  opportunit ies  to  drip  information  in  our  Archdiocese  

regarding  the  Black  Cathol ic  agenda  for  several  years .  Yet ,  

we  held  fast  to  the  charge  to  educate,  empower  and  

evangel ize.

I  am  grateful  to  those  who  stayed  the  course  when  we  f i rst  

started  and  am  blessed  to  have  journeyed  with  the  new  

members  who  have  come  on  board  to  make  our  mission  a  

success.  We  empower  ourselves  and  those  around  us  for  

genuine  and  measurable  change.    

I  cannot  thank  the  Archdiocese  of  Seatt le  enough  for  their  

assistance,  namely  Deacon  Carl  Chilo  and  Archbishop  

Etienne,  who  are  partners  and  administrators  of  our  mission.  

The  pandemic  created  some  unique  chal lenges,  but  the  

members  came  together  stronger  than  ever  to  create  new  

opportunit ies  for  our  fa i th  community .  

Our  focus  remains  to  share  our  gifts  as  we  educate,  empower  

and  evangel ize  our  fa i th.  Thank  you  for  being  a  part  of  the  

Black  Cathol ic  Advisory  Circle.  
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A racial justice vigil to commemorate the second anniversary of George Floyd’s murder provided much- 
needed time for prayer and reflection on May 25, 2022, at Immaculate Conception Church in Seattle. Titled: 
“Strengthening Our Journey,” the vigil was intended to encourage, inspire, and fortify those working to 
oppose racism, injustice, and violence. The vigil coincidentally fell within two weeks of the racially motivated 
shootings in Buffalo that targeted African Americans, the hateful shootings at a Laguna Woods, Calif. church, 
and just one day after the horrific mass shooting at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. 
The vigil included spirit-nourishing music, an examination of conscience and shared reflections, a call for 
continued action, and a litany of names with candle lighting and bell tolls for those killed at the hands of 
hate and violence. 

The South Seattle Deanery Racial Solidarity Committee organized the vigil, with gratitude for the 
participation and support of all, including Father Woody McCallister, pastor of Immaculate Conception 
Church and St. Therese Parish; Michael Ramos, DMin, guest speaker and executive director of the Church 
Council of Greater Seattle; the Combined Mass Choir from Immaculate Conception and St. Therese churches 
and their respective music directors and guest artists; and participants from all the parishes and the 
community who gathered in prayer and remembrance.                                     
                                                                                                                             Contributor: Lisa Matchette

STRENGTHENING OUR JOURNEY

Change Your Thoughts, Change the World

Looking anew at the deep river of Black Catholic Spirituality | 
National Catholic Reporter.  

https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/looking-anew-deep-river- 
black-catholic-spirituality 

Commentary by Daryl Grigsby former parishioner of Seattle’s, St. 
Therese Parish. He is the author of In Their Footsteps: Inspirational 
Reflections on Black History for Every Day of the Year, and is currently a 
presenter in the Jesuit School of Theology Sabbatical Renewal 
Program. Daryl is also president of the board of directors of Color Me 
Human in Nevada County, and a member of the board of directors of 
Leadership Foundations.

Feeding Your Mind

https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/looking-anew-deep-river-black-catholic-spirituality
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/looking-anew-deep-river-black-catholic-spirituality
https://www.abebooks.com/9780879463366/Footsteps-Inspirational-Reflections-Black-History-0879463368/plp
https://www.abebooks.com/9780879463366/Footsteps-Inspirational-Reflections-Black-History-0879463368/plp


the question - can we be our authentic selves in this 
space? Does our home, our school, our church, our 
community affirm our uniqueness and dignity? We all have 
work to do - individually and collectively - but part of our 
faith journey is to constantly work to be better. May we all 
strive to be better, and bring each other up along the way.
 “I know that God is using me in ways beyond my 
comprehension.” — Sr. Thea Bowman

 Some content has been edited from the original piece 
published in the St. Therese Catholic Parish (Seattle, WA) 
bulletin written by STCA Principal, Matthew DeBoer, on 
February 27, 2022, for Black History Month. Principal 
DeBoer and his family will be leaving the St. Therese
school and church family in July 2022, relocating to 
Minneapolis to be near their family. They will be dearly 
missed.                                  Edited by Deborah Tinsley.

THE CAUSE FOR CANONIZATION
A cause for sainthood takes many years, a couple of 
miracles, and lots of prayers to come to fruition. In May 
2018, Sister Thea Bowman was declared a servant of God, 
a major step toward sainthood. There are several groups 
of people involved in doing the work to discover if a 
person was a saint by the Church’s definition from 
researchers who maintain secrecy while they work to 
guide members who shout from the mountaintops so 
everyone will know about the cause. Here is a look at who 
is working on Sr. Thea’s cause.

There are two commissions that undertake this task.  The 
Historical Commission is made up of at least three people 
who usually work in archives or historical research of some 
kind. The task of these experts is to search out and gather 
all the writings of the Servant of God, those not yet 
published, as well as each and every historical document, 
either handwritten or printed, which may relate to the 
cause in any way. The second commission is the 
Theological Commission made up of a group of people 
who must examine the writings - both published and 
unpublished - of the Servant of God.  They present written 
and in-person testimonies to the bishop in order for the 
cause to proceed.  The members of these commissions 
must maintain secrecy until their role in the process is 
complete.

Sr. Thea Bowman lived her life as a friend to Jesus. In the 
following link, you'll find information and printable 
resources that can be shared in the religious education 
classroom to teach children about Sister Thea Bowman.  
 

www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/sister-thea-bowman- 
canonization and www.sistertheabowman.com/cause/
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                                                              There is a sacredness
                                                              that lies in each and
                                                              every human being. In an
                                                              era when the cry of
                                                              “Black Lives Matter” was
                                                              (and is) deemed
                                                              necessary by societal
                                                              happenings, focusing on
                                                              the sacredness of each
 member of our community is truly essential for our children 
to become the leaders they are called to be in the future. 
While there is always a place for righteous indignation or 
“holy anger,” rarely does this sentiment lead to the change we 
desperately need. Servant of God Thea Bowman exemplified 
this sacredness in her time on earth. She was a shining light 
who refused to be put out no matter how dark things got for 
her.

Sr. Thea Bowman, born Bertha Bowman, was born in Yazoo 
City, Mississippi, to a couple who served their local 
community as a physician and a teacher. She was blessed 
with the gift of a Catholic education, and as a teenager, she 
decided she wanted to convert to Catholicism and give her 
life to God. She moved all the way to Wisconsin to join the 
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. Upon taking her 
vows, Sr. Thea answered her call to be a teacher, missionary 
disciple, and an advocate for cultural awareness and racial 
harmony. In the latter years of her life, Sr. Thea Bowman was 
diagnosed and eventually died as a result of breast cancer. 
However, her guiding principle in those final years was: “I 
want to choose living. I want to keep going. I want to live fully 
before I die.”

Live fully she did. Sr. Thea Bowman was a passionate, 
expressive, joyful, beautiful, and proud servant of God. She 
took her faith seriously and was extremely devout in her 
spiritual practices, and she also fully embraced her Black 
identity and African heritage. In a speech before the United 
States Council of Catholic Bishops (June 1989) during her final 
years, Sr. Bowman eloquently broke down what it means to 
be fully Black and fully Catholic. In this speech, she says:

“What does it mean to be Black and Catholic? It means that I 
come to my Church fully functioning. That doesn’t frighten you, 
does it? I come to my Church fully functioning. I bring myself; my 
Black self, all that I am, all that I have, all that I hope to become. I 
bring my whole history, my traditions, my experience, my culture, 
my African-American song and dance and gesture and 
movement and teaching and preaching and healing and 
responsibility - as gifts to the Church.”

As Sr. Thea spoke to the bishops, many appear awed by her 
mere presence. Her wisdom, wit, and utter joy were palpable, 
and she truly was - and is - a gift to the Church. As we go 
about our days during these summer months, I invite you to 
think and reflect on the life she led with passion and

SERVANT OF GOD

https://quotefancy.com/quote/1667477/Thea-Bowman-I-know-that-God-is-using-me-in-ways-beyond-my-comprehension
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1667477/Thea-Bowman-I-know-that-God-is-using-me-in-ways-beyond-my-comprehension
https://quotefancy.com/thea-bowman-quotes
http://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/sister-thea-bowman-canonization
http://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/sister-thea-bowman-canonization


Hiring a team of student workers

Helping secure a site for a "forever home"

Sharing the story of Cristo Rey with your community and community leaders

Pledging financial support   

 With the approval of Archbishop Etienne for a Feasibility Study, a committed group

of about 40 Seattleites is working with the Cristo Rey Network, the largest network 

of high schools serving exclusively students from limited economic means, to 

determine if there is a need and community support for a new Catholic college 

preparatory and career-focused high school in Seattle. Fr. Sean Carroll, S.J., 

Provincial of the Jesuits West Province of the Society of Jesus has accepted 

Archbishop Etienne's invitation to participate in the Cristo Rey Seattle Feasibility 

Study. With this blessing, the Jesuits and their lay partners bring a long history of 

Catholic education in the spirituality of Saint Ignatius to the Feasibility Study. Through 

the generosity of the Fulcrum Foundation and the Ferry Foundation, the study has been made possible. 

We have many reasons to be proud of our city of Seattle: Seattle ranks among the most highly educated cities 

nationwide. And at the same time, less than 40% of Latino, 25% of Black, and 16% of Native American residents 

have a bachelor’s degree, whereas 66.3% of white residents do (Source: Seattle Office of Planning & Community 

Development, Equitable Development Community Indicators Report, 2020). Seattle is home to one of the fastest- 

growing regional economies in the nation; estimates predict that 373,000 new jobs will be added in the next five 

years. Many of these new positions will require a post-secondary credential. And at the same time, less than one- 

third of high school graduates in Washington go on to earn post-secondary degrees, and yet two-thirds of 

Washington jobs require a post-secondary credential (Source: Challenge Seattle). Seattle cannot continue to grow

and flourish if a significant portion of its population lacks adequate preparation for success in college and a clear 

pathway to careers with purpose and reward. 

 Across the county, there are 38 Cristo Rey schools where graduates are earning college degrees at three times the 

rate of their low-income peers as they receive support to and through college. The most innovative aspect of the 

program is the Corporate Work Study Program, where students work one day a week in a professional work setting, 

benefiting from intentional mentorship and networking, and gaining essential 21st-century skills. The funds 

students earn from their work defray the cost of their tuition, making Cristo Rey a sustainable financial model and 

affordable for families. Additionally, students gain confidence, hard and soft skills, and access to social and 

professional networks that launch them into success beyond high school.

 The Cristo Rey Network leverages a robust educational ecosystem collaborating with university, corporate, 

philanthropic, and other nonprofit partners to make significant gains in learning outcomes for students and a 

material difference in the lives of their graduates. The process of a feasibility study mobilizes local communities to 

determine whether a Cristo Rey school could succeed here. A successful and approved feasibility study results in 

associate membership in the Cristo Rey Network — already the team in Seattle is making great progress in meeting 

these goals!

 Ambitions for Cristo Rey Seattle are great, but so is the need. We have the resources in Seattle to alter this grim 

statistic through the Cristo Rey Feasibility Study. And, together, we will!

 Please consider:

 

Contacts: Katie Seltzer, Feasibility Study Director, kseltzer@cristoreyseattle.org                              

Gaynell Walker, Community Engagement Chair, gtwalker56@yahoo.com
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CRISTO REY SEATTLE FEASIBILITY STUDY
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The Black Catholic Advisory Circle created and 
distributed a Juneteenth toolkit for all the pastors in 
the Archdiocese of Seattle.  The toolkit consisted of an 
explanation of Juneteenth, bulletin announcements, 
prayers of the faithful, and resources.  Since 
Juneteenth was signed into law in 2021, BCAC wanted 
to celebrate and educate from the pulpit on its 
significance.

Juneteenth marks a time in history that has remained 
largely unknown within the white community. It has 
long been celebrated among the African American 
community. The brutal history of slavery and 
segregation continues to inflict pain on our society, 
and Juneteenth offers a light of hope in the fight for 
freedom and justice.

As noted by the National Museum of African American 
History & Culture, Juneteenth is a time to celebrate, 
gather as a family, reflect on the past and look to the 
future. Within the African American community, 
Juneteenth is known as our second “Independence 
Day”. It is a holiday that commemorates the June 19, 
1865 announcement of the abolition of slavery in 
Texas, and more generally the emancipation of African 
American slaves throughout the Confederate South.

Emancipation did not finally come until General 
Gordon Granger rode into Galveston, Texas, and 
issued General Order No. 3, on June 19, almost two 
and a half years after President Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 
1863.

Celebrated on June 19, the word is a portmanteau of 
“June” and “nineteenth.” The Black Catholic Advisory 
Circle of the Archdiocese of Seattle invites all of us to 
celebrate this day as a reminder of the transformative 
power of human liberation.  With President Joe 
Biden’s signing of legislation into law in 2021, 
Juneteenth is now officially known as Juneteenth 
National Independence Day and is a US Federal 
holiday. Please share this information with your parish 
and support the opportunity to learn more about our 
American history.

We pray, O Lord, for change.

Jesus, you revealed God through your wise words and 
loving deeds, and we encounter you still today in the 
faces of those whom society has pushed to the margins.
Guide us, through the love you revealed,
to establish the justice you proclaimed,
that all peoples might dwell in harmony and peace,
united by that one love that binds us to each other, and 
to you.

And most of all, Lord, change our routine worship and 
work into genuine encounter with you and our better 
selves so that our lives will be changed for the good of 
all.
Amen

Prayer adapted from Racial Healing and Liturgical 
Resources.
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Juneteenth
A TIME FOR REFLECTION AND CONVERSION

Juneteenth Prayer  

We encourage all to spend time with our families, 
reflecting on the meaning of the day by using this 
as a day of education about our collective history 
and taking the time to pray for real change.

RESOURCES FOR UNDERSTANDING 
JUNETEENTH
How do you celebrate Juneteenth? 
https://articles.bento- 
live.pbs.org/articles/2019/06/how-do-you- 
celebrate-juneteenth/ 
Grappling with America’s legacy of slavery. 
https://www.vox.com/identities/2018/6/19/17476 
482/juneteenth-holiday-emancipation-african- 
american-celebration-history 

https://articles.bento-live.pbs.org/articles/2019/06/how-do-you-celebrate-juneteenth/
https://articles.bento-live.pbs.org/articles/2019/06/how-do-you-celebrate-juneteenth/
https://articles.bento-live.pbs.org/articles/2019/06/how-do-you-celebrate-juneteenth/
https://www.vox.com/identities/2018/6/19/17476482/juneteenth-holiday-emancipation-african-american-celebration-history
https://www.vox.com/identities/2018/6/19/17476482/juneteenth-holiday-emancipation-african-american-celebration-history
https://www.vox.com/identities/2018/6/19/17476482/juneteenth-holiday-emancipation-african-american-celebration-history
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Our hearts turn to remember the 
dedication of the Our Mother of Africa 
Chapel 25 years ago. To the 3 million 
Black Catholics living in the United
 States, this was a momentous 
occasion where Our Mother of Africa 
Chapel became one of over 70 chapels 
that make up and adorn the towering 
edifice of Catholicism in the nation's capital.

On August 30, 1997, the final day of the 8th National Black
Catholic Congress, 3,500 Black Catholics boarded over 80 buses
from the Congress site in Baltimore, Maryland, for the long-
anticipated pilgrimage to the dedication Mass and ceremony for
the Our Mother of Africa Chapel at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC.

Approximately 6,000 people from all over the world attended
the dedication Mass. Seattle Archbishop Thomas Murphy sent
Vicar for Clergy, Fr. Jim Picton, and twenty lay representatives
sponsored by the Office of Black Catholics to represent. It was a
fantastic afternoon. There were many Bishops, Priests, Deacons,
and Religious in attendance. The praise and worship included a
gospel choir that filled the ceremony with many powerful songs;
we worshipped for over two hours. 

Because the chapel was located on the crypt level of the
Basilica, the actual dedication ceremony was limited to Bishops
in attendance, all dressed in Kente cloth vestments, following
the sound of drums whose rhythmic beats descended to the
chapel. The chapel was "cleansed" with holy water and incense
and anointed with oil in preparation for Mass.

After the Mass, the busloads of blessed Black Catholics were
invited to a barbecue reception at the Society of Saint Joseph of
the Sacred Heart, also known as the Josephites Pastoral Center. 

While it was a wonderful way to end the 8th National Black
Catholic Congress, we must not forget the need to have a
national shrine and chapel. Msgr. Walter Rossi, the rector, put it
well as an "enduring testimony to the abiding faith of the
African American peoples and their unwavering devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary."  The statue symbolizes Jesus' and Mary's
attentiveness to the plight of African Americans and a call for all
to look at and learn the history of the African American. The
chapel is supported by seven pillars that represent the seven
principles of African American society: Umoja (unity);
Kujichagulia (self-determination); Ujima (collective work and
responsibility); Ujamaa (family); Nia (purpose); Kuumba 

OUR MOTHER OF AFRICA
AN ANNIVERSARY OF CHANGE

(creativity); and Imani (faith).   The chapel ceiling is
constructed of wood to recall the colonial homes in which
the enslaved people were kept and to recall the hulls of the
ships that brought the enslaved people to America. Carved
in marble in Ge'ez, the ancient Ethiopian liturgical
language, are two passages from Isaiah (49:15 and 9:1, 3,
5). One evokes Mary's tenderness for her children, and the
other is a promise that a redeemer will be born upon
whose shoulder dominion rests and who will smash the rod
of the taskmaster. At the entrance to the chapel is a
stylized depiction of a 17th-century slave ship. Throughout
the chapel are etchings of fish and water – symbols of
Christ and reminders of the enslaved people's crossing the
ocean from Africa to America.  There are also sculptural
busts of the four evangelists and iron gates depicting the
Acacia Tree. The tree, native to Africa, has deep roots and
can survive drought and famine. It is a metaphor for Black
Catholics whose faith survived during years of enslavement
and hardship. It is the place where our faith community
seeking truth can explain truth by hearing the word of God.
And with that faith, we are called to healing and action.

For more information and a virtual tour of the chapel:
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception 
400 Michigan Avenue, Northeast Washington, D.C. 20017
202.526.8300
info@nationalshrine.org

The National Black Catholic Congress meets every five
years.  Visit https://nbccongress.org for more information
on the upcoming Congress gathering.

Contributed by Corliss Nesbit Reed

mailto:info@nationalshrine.org
https://nbccongress.org/


On April 30th, 2022, Seattle University’s Institute for Catholic
Thought and Culture and the Intercommunity Peace & Justice
Center sponsored “The Basin and Towel: A Summit on Synod,
Women, and the Future of the Church. The morning began with
a welcome from Provost Shane Martin, Ph.D., followed by Dr.
Jeanette Rodriguez, Director, Institute for Catholic Thought
and Culture, introducing the day’s schedule.

BCAC had been invited to set up a table displaying information
and answering questions about our organization. Still, none of
the four members monitoring the table expected to be moved
by the speakers in such a compelling way, and table
discussions provided an opportunity to share different
perspectives when answering each discussion question.

The music provided by Sherrell Mitchell and the voices of the
Immaculate Conception Gospel Truth Choir gave a melodic
and uplifting aura throughout Campion Ballroom, with piano
accompanying each presenter as they approached the podium.

Jill LaPointe, the President of the Lushootseed Research
Institute, shared her heart-rendering story focusing on
“Gratitude and Consolation.” Jo Ann Rooney, President of
Loyola University Chicago, delivered some inspiring
convictions on “Sources of Desolation,” and Alexandra Kovats,
CSJP, Ph.D., Spiritual Director and scholar of eco-spirituality,
expounded possibilities giving her presentation on “Hope and
Action.” 

Bringing the afternoon to a close, the summary panel gave
brief opinions highlighting important take-aways. Dr. Sharon
Callahan, Professor Emerita, Seattle University School of
Theology and Ministry, facilitated the discussion with panelists
Arturo Araujo, SJ, Will Rutt, Helen Oesterle, and Terri Gaffney. 
During the entire summit, art students sat quietly against the
backdrop of near floor-to-ceiling glass windows observing and
creating on canvas the “essence” of what they heard from the
speakers and participants.

This summit left me wanting, which is an excellent way to
leave your audiences. I look forward to other similar events
and opportunities to be present for BCAC. Thank you to the
Seattle University Institute of Catholic Thought and Culture
and the Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center.

Submitted by Deborah Tinsley

A new series featuring members 
of the Black Catholic community
who inspire and enrich us comes
our feature spotlight, Mr. Sherrell
Mitchell.

Singer, Songwriter/Producer and, 
Aspiring Gospel Artist, Sherrell 
Mitchell is a Louisiana native, a 
father of two, and a Military Vet,
but above all, a lover of God.  He 
developed a passion for music at
an early age in church, he taught himself to play the
piano by ear.  Since then, he’s grown musically through
private lessons, college classes, great mentors & some
main artistic influences.  Greats such as Vivian Perryman,
Darryl Hawk, Kay Classy, Phil Curry, Cora Jackson, Chick
Corea, Neal Jones, Israel Houghton, Fred Hammond, Kirk
Franklin, Walter Hawkins, and Grady Austin have
impacted his love of music and song.
  
“All things are possible with God and I’m truly
grateful for the Beautiful Gift of Music that He has
entrusted me with.” 

Sherrell is currently the Music Director at Immaculate
Conception Church in Seattle.  He has also worked with
other local ministries and choirs in the area, including
“The Matt Talbot Center,” “Cora Jackson & Judah Song,”
“The Gospel Music Workshop Washington Chapter,” as
well as his ensemble of singers “The JLM Worshipers” and
The Gospel Truth Choir at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Seattle. 

In 2016, he released two CDs, “The JLM Project” and “The
Mass Of New Vision.” He has also released several
singles since then entitled “Salt Of The Earth,” “Hear O’
Israel, “I Believe,” “No Turning Back,” “I Belong To You,”
“God Of Another Chance,” and the latest being “I Am
Free” which can be heard at Spotify.com and n1m.com. 
 Sherrell continues to write the melodies he hears from
The Lord and shares them with the faith community. 
 Ultimately, praise music from him rings true to the Soul.
 
“Spreading the Gospel using God’s Gifts through
musical expression one song at a time for an
audience of one as the world listens on.” 

For more information on this talented View From
Within, visit sherrellmitchell.com to learn more about
the man and his music.

Contributed by SeVera Dowe
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BASIN & TOWEL
Seattle University INSTITUTE FOR CATHOLIC
THOUGHT AND CULTURE

FEEDING THE SOUL (Because It's My Business): Finding
Our Way to Joy, Love, and Freedom by Tabitha Brown.
STILL IN THE STORM: Reflections for Engaging
Spirituality in times like these by Joseph Grant.
A NEW WAY TO BE CHURCH, Parish Renewal from the
Outside In by Jack Jezreel.
BARKING TO THE CHOIR by Gregory Boyle.
THE SOUL OF MONEY: Transforming Your Relationship
with Money and Life by Lynne Twist.

Feeding Your Faith

A VIEW FROM WITHIN



DINNER EVENT WITH ARCHBISHOP ETIENNE
The Black Catholic Advisory Circle hosted a dinner event with the archbishop to offer him the opportunity to learn 
more about BCAC's mission and goals.  The event was hosted at St. Paul Church by Fr. Scott Connolly who has been a 
long-time supporter of the group.  This was a great evening allowing for one-on-one conversations and getting to know 
our Archbishop while sharing mutual initiatives to make our Church better though the path of evangelization, 
empowerment and education.

WE ARE GRATEFUL
Our heartfelt appreciation to Anne Stanton for her assistance in bringing the event together.  For the delicious food 
and wonderful service, we give thanks to Catering by Edwin and the lovely tropical desserts provided by Cakes of 
Paradise.  Thank you for your generosity and for helping make our dinner with the Archbishop a success.  For help with 
your next event, contact:

Catering by Edwin - Owners: Edwin & Leslie Barber                                        Cakes of Paradise - Owner Mary Buza-Sims            
206-406-8750  |  Cateringbyedwin@comcast.net                                             206-763-1151   | orders@cakesofparadisebakery.com
11840 76th Ave S    | www.cateringbyedwin.com                                             6322 6th Ave S |  www.cakesofparadise.com
Seattle, WA 98178                                                                                                   Seattle, WA 98108
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The information contained in this newsletter is provided by BCAC as a service to its supporters, users, subscribers, and affiliates.  
Although we try to provide quality information, we do not guarantee results obtained from the use of this information.    In no way is 
BCAC is liable to any party for damages, costs of any character including but not limited to direct or indirect, consequential, incidental, or 
other costs or damages, via the use of the information contained in the newsletters.  

Editorial team:  Deborah Tinsley, Chair; Lisa Matchette, Gaynell Walker and Renita Lloyd-Smith.

June 14 – 18, 2022 - Lyke Conference, “Listen to the Lambs: 
Black Confirmation - Rejoicing in the Gifts of the Young.” 
Hilton Embassy Suites in Grapevine, Texas. For more 
information visit https://www.lykeconference.com.

June 18, 2022 - Multicultural Corpus Christi Mass and 
Procession and closing of the local phase of the Synod. We 
gather in our diversity to celebrate our unity in the Body of 
Christ. The Mass also marks the completion of the local phase 
of Pope Francis’ Synod process. St. James Cathedral, Seattle, 
at 5:30 pm. For more information visit 
https://archseattle.org/event/multicultural-corpus-christi- 
mass-and-procession-synod-closing/

McCaw Hall, Seattle - 6:00 PM

                                                  

UPCOMING EVENTS July 19, 2022 - The Songs of Black Folk: The Music of Resistance 
& Hope. This is a free event, however, you will need to register 
for tickets. This is an all-city event including nationally known 
performers such as James Connor. 
https://one-seattle.ticketleap.com/juneteenth/details

September 17, 2022 - National Black Catholic Congress will 
hold a 25th Anniversary Pilgrimage to the Mother of Africa 
Chapel. For more information visit 
https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/anniversary-pilgrimage- 
to-our-mother-of-africa/ 

October 22, 2022 - St. Kateri Tekakwitha Mass, 10th 
anniversary of her canonization. St. James Cathedral, Seattle. 

November 2022 - Fr. Tolton Performance - COMING SOON!

July 20-23, 2023 - National Black Catholic Congress. Gaylord 
Resort & Convention Center. 201 Waterfront St, National 
Harbor, MD 20745. For more information visit 
https://nbccongress.org/event/nbcc-congress-xiii-gathering
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